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Problems of studying material culture monuments of Abkhazia

The work analyzes the major problems of the history of study of cultural monuments of Abkhazia
(mainly ecclesiastical architecture) from the first half of the XIX century until the modern epoch. Based

on the research, the main problems were identified at all three stages of the study of the monuments:
during the Russian Empire, the Soviet era and the modern stage.

Much more time is devoted to the third stage in the work, because it is the most problematic period
in the history of studying cultural heritage of Abkhazia.
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. This side of Georgia is occupied by Russian troops and art experts, architect-renovators, epi-

graphic researchers and specialists of conservation of pieces of fresco art are unable to work on
the site.

. In conditions of occupation, it is difficult to solve this issue, but when there are precedents in

similar regions of the world of admission of the researchers with special mandate, these cases can
also be used by us effectively;

. The specifics of the restoration and conservation process of these monuments require special

knowledge. In particular, we should make the local youth interested in it, provide special prepara-
tion and assistance to help them acquire necessary knowledge and skills to be able to care for the
survival of existing monuments.

. In parallel with the loss of authenticity of the mentioned monuments, to counter the imperial

ideology of developing new concepts and theories, it is necessary to combine all the human and
material resources to create complex and interdisciplinary researches that will answer to new
challenges in accordance with academic ethics.

. Creating similar concepts is a means of easy adaptation to disappearance from the roots of not

only the local Georgian population but also Abkhazians, their loss of identity, and the fact of
existing reality (occupation).
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